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Hello, I hope that this newsletter finds you in good health and high spirits! 

The fall semester has been an exciting one. If you remember from the last update, I went on a walking pilgrimage 
from New Orleans, Louisiana to the National Shrine of St. Martin de Porres in Memphis, Tennessee. It truly was a 
blessed time, and just weeks after returning to Lubbock, a fence and construction equipment came to the future site 
of our new Student Center. Construction is now well underway. 

This semester also saw the largest freshman class in Texas Tech University’s history and we have seen this also in our 
events. Attendance at most of our events has increased by more than 50% and in some cases doubled. Our student 
leaders are working hard to meet the demands of growing organizations. And at the same time, we’re expanding as 
new needs arise. In January a small group of students 
will go to SEEK 2017 in San Antonio, a conference 
for college students sponsored by the Fellowship of 
Catholic University Students. In March, Raider 
Catholic will have its first mission/service trip in 
over 10 years! 

The number of involved students continues to grow 
and we thank God for the support we have received, 
we could not do what we do without the help of so 
many generous people. If you’re ever in Lubbock 
come by for a visit. 

May the Lord give you his peace, 

Fr. Francis Orozco, OP 
Chaplain, Raider Catholic 
Associate Pastor, St. Elizabeth University Parish 
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‘Tis the Season to Be Thankful! This is the time of year when we prepare for the end 
of the fall semester, count our many blessings, and prepare for the Way of the Lord in 
the birth of a little baby child. In reflecting on the past summer and fall, I am thankful 
for many things here at St. Elizabeth in my role as faculty advisor to both the Catholic 
Student Association and to Chi Rho. First and foremost, I am thankful for all the 
students who grace our doors. Whether you have been a student at St. E’s in the past or 
are currently a student, you have been a moving example to me and to the parish of 
Jesus in action. Your energy, your passion, your care, your concern, your love, has 
enriched and enlivened us. I had the joy of spending a week with some of the student 
leaders in June at the Campus Ministry Leadership Institute in Chicago. For all of you 
who are parents or mentors of these students, God Bless You! They are amazing! I am 

thankful for the start of the new John Saleh Catholic Student Center that will be a jewel in campus ministry at St. 
Elizabeth for years to come. I am thankful for all of the staff at St. E’s who help the students grow in holiness and 
who help to share in their joys and heal their sorrows. I am thankful for the gift of the presence of the Catholic 
community on the Texas Tech campus, whether through Mass on Campus or Ask a Catholic a Question. I most 
thankful, though, for the gift of the Holy Spirit displayed every day by the students at St. Elizabeth’s. This is a parish 
of promise, a parish of love, a parish that all Catholic students can call home. For these gifts I am truly thankful. 

Dr. Dominick Cassadonte 
Professor of Chemistry, Texas Tech University 
Faculty Advisor, Raider Catholic

Fr. Francis and students at a Texas Tech football tailgate. 
(L to R) Chris, Isaiah, Fr. Francis, Cody
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2016 has been a year of celebrations in Lubbock. 

The Dominicans continued our rejoicing of having been established 800 years ago. As Dominicans, we were fortunate 
to be able to welcome and host the 87th successor to St. Dominic, the founder of the Order of Preachers, Fr. Bruno 
Cadore. Fr. Bruno preached at a Mass at St. Elizabeth on October 19. 

That particular Mass was presided by Bishop Plácido Rodriguez, CMF, who became bishop-emeritus when Pope 
Francis named Msgr. Robert M. Coerver bishop-elect for the Diocese of Lubbock. Bishop Rodriguez served the Diocese 
as bishop for 22 years. Bishop Coerver’s ordination and installation as the Third Bishop of Lubbock was celebrated at 
Christ the King Cathedral on November 21. 

St. Elizabeth and the Catholic Student Center continued the building of the new John Saleh Catholic Student Center. 
Excitement was in the air when the first mound of dirt was moved on the lot on September 30. Now on a daily basis 
you can see the beginnings of a building that has been much needed and anticipated. 
 
I would like to invite you to be part of our continued celebrations not only now, but in the future by helping further 
the ministry to the parishioners and students involved 
at St. Elizabeth and the Catholic Student Center. We 
recognize God has blessed us in so many ways, 
especially as we end Pope Francis’ Extraordinary Year of 
Mercy. Celebrations continue to mark important 
milestones in our lives, but we must also continue to 
hold each other in prayer as we look forward to the 
future. 

In St. Dominic and St. Catherine, 

Fr. Emiliano Zapata, OP 
Pastor, St. Elizabeth University Parish 
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Vist of Fr. Bruno Cadore, OP., 
Master of the Order of Preachers.
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Hello! 

I’m Steven Martinez, and I work as the student intern for Raider Catholic. Three years 
ago, I came into this community as a freshman with wide eyes and looking for the next 
big adventure. The prospect of college, and starting a new phase in my life had me 
exited, scared, and a myriad of other emotions that surrounded the idea of moving to a 
new place and starting a new phase of my life. One thing I knew for sure though, was 
that I never wanted to let go of my Catholic faith. I had heard so many stories of friends 
who fell away from the Church in their college years, and I didn’t want that to be me. 

Raider Catholic has very much been the anchor in which I have could keep and better 
cultivate my faith while in college. What I found here was a home, a wonderful group of 

friends, and so many opportunities for me to grow as a man and as a Catholic. 

I hope the following updates in this newsletter will highlight a bit of what we do here at Raider Catholic, and I ask for 
your prayers as we continue to grow and provide the students with a challenge and opportunity to draw closer to the 
Lord. Lastly, I’d like to give a sincere thanks to the Dominicans, the staff, and the students who all work so hard to 
make this place a home away from home. 

God love you! 

Steven Martinez 
Student Intern, Raider Catholic 
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Blessed Advent to you and your loved ones, 

I pray your preparation for the arrival of our Lord and Savior is filled with peace, 
joy, and quiet. 

One of the greatest fruits of this fall was the beginning of construction on the John 
Saleh Catholic Student Center. As I am writing this, construction workers are 
pouring large amounts of concrete for the footings of the building. We are 
anticipating opening the doors at the beginning of the Fall 2017 semester. This new 
building will further increase the opportunities for us to provide ministry to the 
growing number of Catholic students on the Texas Tech campus. We have begun to 
minister to more non-Catholics seeking to belong to a community of Faith where 
they can receive the fullness of Truth, some of which come to the decision to enter 
into full communion in the Church. 

The great number of blessings we have the privilege of experiencing each week come with the added responsibility 
to provide resources for the students. The opening of the new student center will come with additional demands on 
the very limited resources we already possess. Thank you to all of those who have made the commitment to the 
Raider Promise campaign in some capacity. The Raider Promise campaign has currently raised enough funds to 
furnish half of the building and are still seeking funds to complete the remaining inner-workings and expand the 
staff for the student center. We are seeking a greater participation from the thousands of Catholic alumni who were 
blessed to be a part of the Catholic community here at Texas Tech. I humbly ask you, in this season of great joy and 
giving, to talk with your family and be a blessing to the Catholic students by making a contribution to the student 
center. If you have not done so, please go to www.raidercatholic.org/documents and read the 2015-16 Raider 
Catholic Report. This report details the work we have accomplished and how the various funds are allocated. Please 
do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

Thank you for your prayers as we continue to meet the growing demands on our time, talent, and treasure. Know 
you will be in my prayers during this holy season. May the Lord continue to bless you in all ways. 

Greg Ramzinski 
Director, Raider Catholic

http://www.raidercatholic.org/documents
http://www.raidercatholic.org/documents
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Diocesan Youth Retreat Team  —  DYRT 
The Diocesan Youth Retreat Team, better known as DYRT, is a ministry in Raider Catholic whose purpose is to glorify 
God by ministering to the youth of the Diocese of Lubbock (and beyond) through Spirit-filled retreats. We are a group 
of about 70 college students who want to share the Good News with the junior and high school students in our 
community and surrounding areas. We spend our weekly meetings preparing for these retreats by; practicing music 
and skits, learning about our Catholic faith in order to lead small group discussions, preparing items for the retreat, 
and praying for the students we minister to. We form our retreats around the Sacraments, prayer, talks, discussions, 
skits, music, activities, and a lot of fun. We are a unique ministry because we are able to relate to these teens as we 
were in their shoes only a couple of years ago. We strive to be an example to all the youth that we encounter by 
showing them that it is possible to be young and silly, yet passionate about our faith. After all, the joy we share with 
them comes from our relationship with Christ. 

This semester, we participated in “ALIVE,” a youth night hosted by our very own home parish, St. Elizabeth. We also 
conducted our first retreat of the year at St. William of Vercelli Parish in Denver City. From the response of the 
retreaters, we can say it was a very successful retreat as the teens really learned the meaning of Confirmation while 
having fun. We are now in the process of preparing for our second retreat of the year, which will take place in the 
parish of St. Anthony’s in Brownfield. We are excited to continue learning about our faith and continue sharing that 
same faith with others. DYRT Leadership is planning a staff retreat in January in order to set all of our hearts ablaze, 
that we may be ready and enthusiastic to serve at our three planned retreats for Spring 2017. 

We are very appreciative of your continued support and prayers for this 
wonderful ministry. Make sure to “Like” our Facebook page: Diocesan 
Youth Retreat Team, to keep up with us throughout the year. Thank 
you and God bless! 

Laura K. Garcia 
DYRT Director 
 

Freshman and Transfer Student Bible Study 
Freshman and Transfer Student Bible Study 
is a ministry focused on helping new Texas 
Tech students grow in their faith and 
fellowship. Our theme for this year is 
Ephesians 1:11, “In him we were also chosen, 
destined in accord with the purpose of the 
One who accomplishes all things according 
to the intention of his will.” We want to 
remind the students that it is in Christ we 
find who we are and what we are living for. 
 
Our weekly Bible study provides students 
with a break from the craziness of college to  

                                                                                                                                     focus on God. Through the gatherings of this 
group a strong bond is built between the students. This bond is a constant reminder that they are not alone in this 
new world of college. This not only creates friendships, but also furthers involvement in the Church by helping the 
students keep each other accountable. We look forward to another successful semester of Bible study and hope to 
continue growing in our faith. 

Abby Carrizal & Michael Bossaller 
Coordinators 
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Students of the Freshman and Transfer Student Bible Study.
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Women of Faith 
Women of Faith is a Bible study group for college women. Our goals are to help women build a relationship with 
Christ and to become connected with other women of God through Bible studies, service, and social events. College is 
a big step into independence and we are here as sisters of Christ to be a support system during this difficult 
transition. 

Every Tuesday evening at 8:00 pm we meet at our student center and break off into Small Faith Groups. Each Small 
Faith Group focuses on a virtue to grow in throughout the year. This year the virtues are: Courage, Patience, and 
Trust. We decided to read passages from 1 & 2 Corinthians for the year and also a novel by Francis Chan, called Crazy 
Love. Outside of our Tuesday evening meetings, we had “Weekend with WOF” in November, where we spent a 
weekend with one another and with Christ through different activities including Adoration and a trip to Palo Duro 
Canyon State Park. In December we will have our annual Scarf Exchange. Women of Faith hopes to grow in number 
throughout this year, to guide as many young women as possible to Christ’s never ending love. 

Mireya Tarin 
Women of Faith Event Coordinator 

CHI RHO (XP) 
Chi Rho Fraternity is a Catholic, co-ed service based organization founded at Texas Tech University in 1964. Chi Rho 
is built on the three pillars of Faith, Service, and Brotherhood. This fraternity is all about giving back to the Lubbock 
community while developing and creating a brotherhood within our members. We also strive to help our brothers and 
sisters expand their faith during their undergraduate career. Every year, we honor Chi Rho traditions such as Big 
Brother-Little Brother reveal, paddle exchanges between 
big and little, Barn Dance, Goat Roast, and many more. 

Chi Rho strives to give back to the community that 
supports it, by engaging in worthwhile service projects for 
the Church, Texas Tech, as well as Lubbock as a whole. 
Some of these activities include: Catholic Charities, 
Adopt-A-Highway, Haven Animal Shelter, Ronald 
McDonald Charities, and many others. Chi Rho continues 
to provide service with fundraising for organizations like 
Relay for Life. The plans that Chi Rho has for the future 
are great ones as XP has established a promise to raise 
funds over the next three years for the building of the new 
Catholic Student Center. Chi Rho hopes to continue the 
great relationship that it shares with the Church as well as 
the other organizations that exist within St. Elizabeth 
University Parish. 

Every semester Chi Rho takes a pledge class, and welcomes 
them as Active members when the semester ends. This 
semester was no different as many new Actives joined the 
ranks of Chi Rho. Chi Rho is always looking for any new 
members and invites any and all to the recruitment 
opportunities that are held at the start of the semester. 

Chris Ibarra 
Chi Rho President 
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Chi Rho fraternity members pose with their float for 
Homecoming 2016.
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Catholic Student Association  —  CSA 
The Texas Tech Catholic Student Association has had yet another extremely successful semester! Our community 
grew with the large number of first-year Tech students excited to get involved. The Catholic Student Association had 
the largest turnout for Welcome Week in years! It was a fun filled week with events that allowed us to display our 
incredible community to all of the new members. With a growing membership, we also have a growing events 
calendar! We are excited with all of the new events helping us fulfill our three pillars; faith, fellowship and service. 

Weekly, a group of our members gather to pray the rosary and 
enjoy fellowship with a meal. Our Freshman & Transfer 
Student Bible Study also meets weekly to deepen their faith 
and enjoy fellowship with one another. Throughout the 
semester, CSA has had several service events at places such 
as Catholic Charities and the Morris Safe House. Every 
Wednesday afternoon students gather at the Kent Hance 
Chapel on the Texas Tech Campus for daily Mass. Each 
Sunday, hundreds of students funnel into the church at St. 
Elizabeth University Parish for the 5:00pm Student Mass! Our 
community had the chance to enjoy fellowship at many of 
our social events, such as a hiking trip to Palo Duro Canyon, 
the annual trip to the Corn Maize, and several dances. The 
Catholic Student Association Leadership is extremely pleased 
with the success of this semester, and we pray that the 
community continues to grow and succeed into next 
semester. We are looking forward to everything we have in 
store for next semester and cannot wait to continue leading 
college students to Christ through faith, fellowship and 
service! 

Elizabeth Campo 
Catholic Student Association President 
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Women of Faith members have their picture taken with Pope Francis.

CSA members at Palo 
Duro Canyon.
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Raider Catholic Graduates 

Josh Clemmons, Class of 2010 

Josh is the Director of Young Adult Ministry at All Saints Parish in 
Dallas and a Campus Minister at the University of Texas at Dallas. He 
and his wife Sarah are the proud parents of Zachary Augustine. 

“The greatest blessing of my life is my Catholic faith, and it was in 
the supportive community of Raider Catholic that I came into the 
Church. Seeds were planted in good soil and the friendships forged 
at Raider Catholic have lasted well beyond the college years and 
continue to blossom even now. Texas Tech was a place I went to 
school, but Raider Catholic is part of who I am.” 
 
Josh Clemmons 

 

Lizzy Ferris, Class of 2015 

Lizzy is a medic in the United States Air Force and will be attending 
Officer Training School later this year. 

“Raider Catholic gave me a true sense of what it means to be 
Catholic. For the first time, I was openheartedly accepted for my 
personality, gifts, and what I could contribute to others through 
Christ's love. I was given a safe haven to be built up, refined, and 
take what I'd learned into the world after college. Most of my 
fondest memories at Texas Tech involve some sort of Raider 
Catholic event, and those friendships made have continued to be 
strengthened even after graduating. There will always be a place 
in my heart for Raider Catholic, because it made me who I am.” 

Lizzy Ferris 
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Kevin & Mary Morris, Classes of 2004 & 2006 

Mary and Kevin met at Texas Tech University. Kevin is a 
Senior Civil Engineer for the City of Lubbock and Mary is a 
stay at home mom. 

“Raider Catholic provided us spiritual, social, and 
academic activities that enriched our college experiences. 
The close friendships and deep faith we developed in 
those years have become fundamental to our married life. 
We support Raider Catholic in gratitude for all it has done 
in our lives and in hope that current students might be 
equally blessed.” 
 
Kevin & Mary Morris 

 

Drew Macha, Class of 2016 

Drew is a Chemical Process Engineer at the Total Refinery in 
Port Arthur, Texas. He is the new proud uncle of Aaron “Pinto 
Bean” Pierce. 

“Through Raider Catholic, I found encouragement to stay 
involved in my faith, excellent mentorship from other 
students and the priests, and above all, a place for personal 
growth. I was given the opportunity to try and to fail; to 
learn about myself and learn about others; to realize my 
shortcomings and work on improving. The whole experience 
was invaluable to me… and fun, too!!” 
 
Drew Macha 
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Raider Catholic Students 
When I came to Texas Tech as a freshman, I was lost, lonely, and unsure of God’s plan for me here. I initially didn’t 
want to come to Texas Tech, but due to scholarships and the program I wanted to go into, Texas Tech was my best 
option. My first semester, I was immediately intrigued by all that Raider Catholic had to offer, but I was shy and 
couldn’t get myself out of my comfort zone. However, I found a place where I belonged: Freshmen and Transfer 
Student Bible Study. 

Freshmen and Transfer Student Bible Study was a new ministry to Raider Catholic, and I was blessed to be a part of 
the first group. Through the ministry, I was surrounded by people who were new to Texas Tech and were just as scared 
and unsure as me. I met some of my very best friends, and they introduced me to other ministries such as the 
Diocesan Youth Retreat Team, Raider Awakening, and the Catholic Student Association. 

My sophomore year, I had the opportunity to lead Freshmen and Transfer Student Bible Study. It was then that I knew 
that I was exactly where God had intended me to be. My freshmen year, only about six people attended this Bible 
study. By the end of my sophomore year, over thirty people attended regularly. Even though I was the one leading the 
study, the freshmen and transfer students I encountered taught me more than I could ever have taught them. 

Now, I am a junior and completely in awe of the Raider Catholic Community. I am the Director of Communication for 
the Diocesan Youth Retreat Team, I am heavily involved in Raider Awakening, I am on the Publicity Team for Raider 
Catholic, I attend many service and social events that the Catholic Student Association has to offer, but most 
importantly, I know that I am exactly where I am suppose to be. I thank God every day for bringing me into this 
community and giving me a home away from home.     -Kassidy Allen 

Hello from Raiderland! It’s hard to believe, but I have been in Lubbock for almost four years now and will soon be 
graduating. Looking back to my freshman year, I remember feeling homesick, lonely, and directionless. Every week I 
would go to Mass and periodically go to different church events, but I avoided church because it wasn’t “cool.” 
Meanwhile, doubt and confusion plagued my mind, but then I was persuaded to try out DYRT and retreat Raider 
Awakening 50. Almost immediately, everything in my life seemed to fall into place. I was welcomed into the Raider 
Catholic community with open arms. 

I have never known a place with such genuine, caring, and loving people who accept me for who I am and support me. 
This community has had such a positive impact on my life and I am so grateful to all of my friends and everyone who 
supports the student center to make so many great things happen. I have seen firsthand the amazing transformations 
in my peers as they mature and grow in their faith. The benefits of Raider Catholic even extend beyond the Parish. 
Throughout the year ministries such as DYRT serve as far away as San Angelo and Raider Awakening’s network 
stretches out across the state and across the nation to help support other Awakening retreats. The opportunities that 
I had in Raider Catholic have no doubt brought me to a spiritual high point in my life and there are so many other 
great opportunities that the community offers from Women of Faith to Ask a Catholic and more. 

I cannot imagine what my life would be like had I not taken the plunge my freshman year and given Raider Catholic a 
try. I am so grateful for this community that lifts me up and improves my faith.     -John Carlile 
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Members of the Diocesan 
Youth Retreat Team (DYRT) at 
the 2016 DYRTstock. 

Kassidy is the second from the 
left on the bottom row wearing 
a pink shirt. John is fifth from 
the left on the top row wearing 
an orange shirt. 
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John Saleh Catholic Student Center Construction 
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Construction of the new John Saleh Catholic 
Student Center began this fall. What started with 
equipment leveling the ground and a chain-link 
fence around the site, is now a foundation—a 
footprint—of the 18,888 square foot facility. In 
the next few months, steel beams, walls, and a 
roof will go up, and eventually the parking lot 
and landscaping. 

Thank you to all who have helped make this 
dream possible. We are still in the middle of the 
$1.8 million Raider Promise Capital Campaign 
for furnishings, security, audio/visual systems, 
and the outdoor amenities of a parking lot, 
landscaping, and irrigation. If you have not made 
a contribution, do so today! Visit 
www.raiderpromise.org to make a donation or 
learn more.

http://www.raiderpromise.org
http://www.raiderpromise.org
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connect with usAn Advent Prayer 

Father, all-powerful God,  
your eternal Word took flesh on our earth 

when the Virgin Mary placed her life  
at the service of your plan. 

Lift our minds in watchful hope 
to hear the voice 

which announces his glory 
and open our minds to receive the Spirit 

who prepares us for his coming. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. @raidercatholic

RAIDER CATHOLIC STUDENT CENTER 
2304 BROADWAY 
LUBBOCK, TEXAS 79401


